
Procurement Board meeting held in the Civic Centre, Chorley Road, 

Swinton, M27 5DA 

23 March 2022 

 
Meeting commenced at 10:00am 
Meeting ended at 10:47am 

 
Present in Person 

Councillors Hinds (in the chair) and Merry. 
 
In Attendance in Person 

Chris Howl Democratic Services 
 
In Attendance via MS Teams 

Rob Turner   Strategic Service Manager, Regulatory Services 
John Wooderson  Head of Service Urban Renewal 

Gillian Holt   Principal Officer Development 
Perry Twigg   Urban Design Manager 

Peter Openshaw  Asst Director Environment & Comm Safety 
Shoaib Mohammad  Asst Director Technical Services 
Majid Maqbool  Energy Manager 

Chris Hesketh  Head of Financial Management 
Anthony Hilton  Head of Strategic Procurement 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of City Mayor Paul Dennett, 

Councillor Kelly and Councillor Youd. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. To approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held on 2 

March 2022 

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2022 were approved as a correct 
record. 
 
4. Matters arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 
5. Decision Items – Part 1 – Open to the Public 

 



5(a) Request for Approval – Variation to the extension of a Salford City Council 
Contract that was originally called off through the STAR framework 3924: 

AGMA Civil and Structural Engineering Professional Services for the 
appointment of 2 project and programme managers to take a client lead on 

grant funded infrastructure projects. 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Place seeking a 
further extension of a Salford City Council Contract that was originally called off 

through the STAR framework 3924: AGMA Civil and Structural Engineering 
Professional Services to provide support in connection with the City Council’s 

workload of grant funded infrastructure projects. 
 
Salford City Council’s Regeneration Team has successfully secured external project 

development funding for a range of infrastructure projects through Growth Deal, the 
Greater Manchester Mayor’s Cycling and Walking Challenge Fund (MCF) and Active 

Travel Fund (ATF). 
 
The City Council’s Regeneration Team has insufficient resource to adequately 

prepare the necessary business cases, project manage TfGM governance and the 
project procurement process associated with the funding requirements. 

 
Consideration was given to seeking suitable resource from within the Council’s 
technical services team. However, this was discounted on the basis that technical 

services already have inadequate resource to deliver projects in their programme of 
work. 

 
It was confirmed that the reason why there is a need for a further extension to the 
contract following the original approval in 2019, is because the council has been 

successful in securing additional continued funding for the initiative, but there are not 
suitable internal staff resources. The framework is also one of the more cost-

effective ways of progressing as the fixed rates are lower than comparable 
frameworks. Project costs are normally claimed from the GMCA quarterly in arrears 
through an established process. 

 
It was confirmed that fully consideration would be given to how post-October 2022 

the initiative would be managed moving forward, with alternative delivery models 
being explored, including market testing and internal staff resourcing (an issue 
highlighted by the December 2021 LGA Corporate Peer Review in respect of the 

council ‘needing to develop and manage its business continuity’). 
 

RESOLVED, THAT: 
(1) A further extension from 1 April 2022 – 31 October 2022 of a Salford City Council 

Contract be approved, that was originally called off through the STAR framework 

3924: AGMA Civil and Structural Engineering Professional Services to provide 
support in connection with the City Council’s workload of grant funded 

infrastructure projects. The cost is approximately £131,000 and will be funded 
from a mix of the Greater Manchester Mayor’s Cycling and Walking Challenge 
Fund (MCF), Growth Deal and Active Travel Fund (ATF). 

 



5(b) – Request for Approval – Exception to Contractual Standing Orders – 
Delivery of Children’s Centre Services at the Hershel Weiss Centre 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Place seeking 
approval to award a contract for Salford Handyperson Service, further to approval by 

Procurement Board to undertake an open tender in accordance with the Councils 
Contract Procedure Rules in November 2021. This process occurred between 
December 2021 – January 2022, receiving over 34 expressions of interest however 

only three companies returned a compliant tender and were considered at the tender 
evaluation exercise. 

 
It was noted that the Procurement Board believed this contract to be a model of the 
council’s procurement approach and procedures. 

 
RESOLVED, THAT: 

(1) The appointment of Swinton Community Business trading as Helping Hands 
(Tender B) for the delivery of the Salford Handyperson Repairs Service for 
vulnerable households within Salford be approved from April 2022, with a 

potential capital cost of up to £300,0000 per annum (sourced from the Housing 
Capital Programme). This will be on a 3 (+2) year contract with the option of 

extension being subject to future Procurement Board approval. 
 
5(c) Request for Approval – 6-month extension for the over 100kW electricity 

supply contract 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Place seeking 

approval for a 6-month extension for the over 100kW electricity supply contract. 
There is provision within the current contract to extend the agreement for a further 
period from 1 April 2022 – 30 September 2022. 

 
Energy contracts have to be agreed on an ongoing basis following a fixed period of 

contract duration, as failure to renew will result in the default deemed contract rates 
being applied which are considerably higher. The deemed rates at the current time 
have been confirmed as 88.81p/kWh plus additional costs for transmission network 

charges, therefore over twice the average prevailing unit electricity rate. 
 

The present over 100kW contract expires on 31 March 2022, was agreed via the 
Manchester Multi-supplier Electricity framework, which is a fully OJEU compliant 
procurement route. The framework commenced as of 1 November 2018 for an initial 

period of 1 year, followed by 3 single year options to extend, which have been taken 
for each year to date and this route therefore still being OJEU compliant. 

 
In light of the present market situation and limited pricing coupled with limited 
contract duration, prices were obtained for a short 6-month period, as well as a 12-

month period for comparison and to make a judgement on the best approach as 
detailed below. 

 
A 6-month contract duration will result in in an overall increase in contract value by 
£2,536,390.44 or 188% on average for the contract as a whole for our corporate 

estate. 
 



A 12-month contract duration will result in in an overall increase in contract value by 
£5,337,665.04 or 185% on average for the contract as a whole for our corporate 

estate. 
 

There is relatively little difference in the overall percentage increase between both 
options. However, since the present market volatility has occurred over such a short 
period of time, it would be prudent to agree a 6-month contract extension as an 

interim, enabling us to view the markets to see if they continue to settle. The 6-month 
contract also provides mitigation to the overall financial increase being for a lesser 

value for 6-months compared to the 12-months. 
 
Should markets settle in the short run, it will also allow the opportunity to review the 

options to secure a longer contract either by going out to tender or via a framework. 
A 6-month contract extension therefore provides best value at this moment in time 

given the market volatility and limited scope for alternative prices. 
 
It was noted that since the acceptance of our present electricity contract in 2021, the 

world has been recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic, which has resulted in a 
sustained and continued pressure on increasing global demand for energy and 

therefore a continuous increase in the wholesale energy markets. As well as the 
increase in global demand, additional pressure has also been placed on the markets 
due to low wind speeds, reduced EU gas storage and limited Russian gas flows into 

Europe. More recently, with the current war in Ukraine, there has been continuous 
market volatility with prices reaching new record highs. The overall impact has been 

felt in domestic markets with approximately 30 energy suppliers having gone out of 
business since December 2021. It was confirmed that the Procurement Board are 
making a fully informed judgement. 

 
It was confirmed that it was hoped to be able to demonstrate, hopefully later this 

year, any cost savings from the implementation of various energy efficiency 
measures across the corporate estate, in respect of both reducing the overall 
consumption of energy and increasing on-site generation. 

 
RESOLVED, THAT: 

(1) The City Mayor be recommended to approve the awarding of a 6-month 
extension (1 April 2022 – 30 September 2022) for the over 100kW electricity 
supply contract to Drax for the Full Project cost of £3,901,940. 

 
8. Decision Items – Part 2 – Closed to the Public 

 
8(a) Request for Approval – to award the contract for the enabling works 
package in relation to the build of 177 new homes at Longshaw Drive, Little 

Hulton 

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director for Place seeking 

approval to Award the Contract for the enabling works package in relation to the 
build of 177 new homes at Longshaw Drive, Little Hulton. 
 

RESOLVED, THAT: 
(1) The City Mayor be recommended to: 



 Approve the award of the contract to Seddon Construction, to act as 
Construction Partner, for the initial enabling works package of the design and 

build of 177 new homes at Longshaw Drive (between 30 March 2022 – 30 June 
2022). 

 Approve the budget of £2,985,012 for the initial enabling works contract. 

 Note the intention to return to Procurement Board to seek further approval to 

enter a build contract with Seddon Construction for the remaining main build 
works. 

 Note the title issues affecting part of the site and that a full build contract with 

Seddon Construction will not be entered into in relation to this section of the site 
until these matters have been resolved. 

 
9. Any Other Business 

There were no matters arising. 

  


